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fixed that value for five years, either in
favour of the taxpayer or against him, ae-
cording to the occasion when the valuation
was made. I have made these observations
because I hope the Minister will talk over
the matter with his eolleag-ues Meanwhile
I will support the Bill.

On motion by Hon. G. W. Miles, debatd
adjourned.

House adjourned at 6,12 p.m.

Regislative HAsgembdly,

Thursday, 30th October, 1930.
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' LEAVE OF ABSENCE.

On motion by Mr. Wells, leavi: of ab-
sence for two months grarteal to Mr. Tees-
dale (Roehourne) on the ground of ill-
heatth.

" BILL—COLLIE RECREATION AND
PARK LANDS RESERVE.

* Introduced by the Minister for La.nds

and read a first time,
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MOTION—COST OF LIVING.
To Inquire by Select Commitiee.

MR. MILLINGTON (Mt. Hawthorn)
[4.36]: I move—

That a stleet committec be appointed to
inquire into the cost of the necessurics of life,
particularly in regard to the disparity in the
price rcceived by producers for primary pro-
ducts and the price eharged to consumers.
This motion has a two-fold object, one that
an inquiry be held into the unnecessarily
high prices ¢harged for the necessaries of
life mainly owing to the high cost of dis-
tribution, and the other the unjustifinble
burden that is placed upon industry. I
propose to deal with the question from those
two standpoints. There has been a general
demand in recent months that the cost of
production should be reduced. Side by side
with that there has been a demand that
wages should be reduced. Some people go
so far as to suggest that the Arbitration
Court should go into recess and that the
awards of the eourt should be serapped.
The position is so desperate that all sorts
of remedies have been suggested. There-
fore I contend we are justified in turning
the searchlight upon every section of expen-
diture involved not only in the produetion
but in the distribution of the necessaries
of life. It is imperative for us to face the
problems confronting us. They persist, and
any aitempt tfo get by them or over them
must fail. People engaged in industry,
when they begin to suffer, demand some
sacrifiece by other sections of the com-
munity. Ii seems to me that one section is
altempting to blame and to pass the re-
sponsibility on 4o others. That is not to
be wondered at, becanse people in trouble
naturally look for a way out and, if they are
bearing an undue burden, they naturally de-
sire that other people shall be called upon
to share the load. At present a vast num-
ber of people are unemployed, and through-
ont all industry there is a rationing of
work, which means that industry generally
has been shrinking. If we could only get
up-to-date statisties, T am afraid they would
reveal a very serious diminution in the num-
ber of people employed in our primary and
secondary industries.  Therefore anything
that has a bearing upon the present posi-
tion of industry is of interest, and anything
that might relieve the burden is worthy of
investigation and consideration. The de-
mand for our products is declining on aec-
count of the decreased spending capacity
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of the eommunity. Although primary in-
dustries this year have produced move than
their quota, we are in a worse posifion than
ever hefore in the history of the State. 1
propose to show justification for an in-
quiry, a stocktaking, an endeavour to dis-
cover the weakness in our methods of eon-
dueting industry and the wastefulness of
present practices, 1 realise that we shall
have to work our way out of our difficulties,
but we shall also have to do a lot of think-
ing. A portion of the motion that war-
rants earnest consideration is that referring
to the disparity in the prices producers re-
ceive for their primary products und the
prices charged to consumers. The general
public have not received the advantage
from the very serious fall in the prices of
primary products. Those prices have fallen
below the cost of produetion. Muech is said
about deereasing the cost of production, but
that cest has not been decreased though
commodity prices have fallen. The pro-
blem has not been solved so far as the prim-
ary producer is concerned, and s diffienlty
is that the State is not getting the advan-
tage it should reap from the extremely low
prices ruling for primary produets. That in
itself constitutes ground for inquiry. Al-
though in times past we adopted a most ex-
nensive and wasteful method of distribution,
many of the old accepted ideas will have to
be submitted to close serutiny and altered
if they are to continue to exist under pres-
ent conditions. Last evening a Bill was in-
troduced by the Attornev General seeking to
alter the ordinary course of business as ve-
gards the creditors of primary producers.
In ordinary times such a measnre would
have met with strong opposition. It is an
indication of the condition of the industry
that such a proposal should be made and
that there is every probahility of its receiv-
ing general support. Just as we recognise
the extraordinary pesition in that respect,
s0 I maintain the time has arrived when at-
tention must be given to the question of dis-
tribution. I am aware that this question
has heen tackled before and, although many
suggestions have been offered, very little al-
teration has been made. T believe the times
are such that there will be a general demand
from the publie, and particularly from the
primary producers, who are not receiving
the value of their produets, for the tackling
of wasteful methods of distribution. I do
not suggest that those engaged in distribu-
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tion of the necessaries of life are doing par-
ticularly well. That is not the point. I
have not set out to show that. What I seek
to establish is that a wide disparity exists
hetween prices received by the primary pro-
ducers and those charged to the public. Since
everything is heing snhmitted to close an-
alysis and investigation, my suggestion is
that attention should he turned to that
phase of our economic life. In ordinary
fimes no notice would Dbe taken of such a
suggestion. It is only when people hecome
desperate that they are prepaved for des-
perate remedies, prepared to depart from
the ordinary, accepted practice. In my
opinion, people are now in that frame of
mind. I believe that ways and means can
be devised to alter the position for the bet-
terment of the ecommunity generally. As I
do not wish o take up too mueh time, my
idea is to give instances of excessive cost of
distribution of the main necessaries of life,
In Western Australia I start at the founda-
tion when I deal with wheat first. The wheat
industry to-day is at its lowest ebh, Wheat,
if not actually, vet economically, is at a
lower price than ever hefore in our history.
Although I shall not deal with the maftex
eleborately, T call attention to the first stage
in the treatment of wheat—flour milling. I
am not in a position to say what should he
charged by the flour millers. There is, how-
ever, the outstanding fact of the difference
between the prices charged for the milled
produets, flour and hran and pallard, here
and those charged in South Australia. T
quote from the last “Commonwealth Year
Book” available, that for 1929, which on
page 845 deals with flour mills thronghout
the Commonwealth. As it happens, South
Australia treats just about the same quan-
tity of wheat as Western Australia. I shall
not enter into all the details, but
examination shows that there is noth-
ing extraordinary as regards the ex-
penses of flour millers here. Their wages,
capital cost, and other industrial factors are
similar to those obtaining in South Aus-
tralia: in some ecases, charges here are lower,
I quote the figures merely to show that the
value of the raw material, the wheat, in
South Australia is £1,633,000 and in this
State £1,640,000, The added value of the
product, ex mill, in South Australia is
£204,970, and in this State £314,215, on ex-
cess of £110,000, or more than 50 per cent.
over the figure for South Australia.
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‘ The Premier: That is the added value.
Mr. MILLINGTON: Yes.

- The Premier : There is a disparity =all
along the line, though, is there not?
Mr. MILLINGTON: No.

The Premier : In the several States, I
mean,

Mr. MILLINGTON : This is the point. In
South Australia the quantity of wheat
freated is similar fo that treated here, and
the charge for treatment here is over £100,000
more than the charge in South Australia.
There is a groond for inquiry.

Mr. H. W, Mann: The defence is that the
difference enables the millers to exploit
foreign markets with their flour.

Mr. MILLINGTON: I am not asking for
reasons. Sinece we are inquiring into the
matter, I start at the beginning. There is
cause for Western Anstralian flour millers
to show why their charge is fully 50 per cent.
more than the corresponding charge of South
Australian flour millers. The excess re-
ceived by millers here is worthy of inquiry.
Now as to the price of bread. I have had a
teble prepared setting out costs in Western
Australia and costs in New South Wales,
Victoria, and South Awustralia. The table
shows that it takes 48 bushels of wheat to
produnce 2,000 Ibs. of flour, 286 lbs. of pol-
lard, and 570 lbs. of bran. For that product
the Sydney charge is £ 10s., the Melbourne
charge £9 17s. 6d., and the Adelaide charge
£9. In Western Australia the price of flour
was recently reduced from £11 85s. to £11).
The price of wheat to the Sydney miller is
3s. 2144, to the Melbourne miller 3s. 2d., to
the Adelaide miller 3s., and to the Perth
miller 3s. 3d. per bushel. The table, I may’
mention, was drawn up before wheat feli to
its present level of about 2s. 6d. The basis
of the table is 3s. 3d. per bushel. In view
of the Adelaide price for flour, £9, the Perth
price of £10 requires explanation. Again,
pollard costs £6 per ton in Adelaide, and £7
per ton here. For bran the corresponding
figures are £5 10s, and £6 10s. I have made
allowanee for rebate on large lots in West-
ern Australia. The prices I have quoted are
bedrock. For the treatment of that quantity
of wheat in South Australia the miller re-
ceives £4 45, 6d., in Western Australia
£5 1s. 1d. Seo that the charge here certainly
does not compare favourably with that in
South Australia. As to the price of bread,
at thegfigure of £10 per ton for Aour I find
that the value of the flour in the 2lb, loaf
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works out at 1.82d., leaving, sinee 5d. is
charged for the leaf, 3.18d., or 3l4d., for
baking and delivery. The value of the wheat
is reflected in the price of the flour. The
baker here charges over 3d. to bhake and
deliver the 5d. loaf of bread. Some time ago
I questioned the Minister controlling the
Blackboy Camp as to the prices charged to
that institution, and I found that the con-
tract price for bread delivered was 2 9/164.,
a little over 214d., per 2lb. loaf. That fact
appears to me to show that the real waste-
fulness is in the delivery,

Mr. H W. Mann: That is so.

Mr, MILLINGTON: Geiting flour at the
price they do, bakers can afford to bake and
deliver bread at a little over 2%d. per
loaf to the Blackboy Camp; and yet the
publie, who should get the benefit of
the present exceedingly low price of wheat
and comparatively low price of flour, do not
receive that advantage. The public have io
pay 5d. per loaf delivered, as against the
charge of a little over 2%4d. for bread de-
livered at Blackboy Hill. The price of 5d.
does not allow for bad debts, as it is the cash
price. The booking priee is 5%d. There
again, explanation is required from the
bakers of the price they charge for
bread. If the bakers are not doing
well, that does mnot solve the difficulty
or justify the charge. Tt is not a question
whether the bakers are making fortunes.
The point is that in view of the low price
of the primary necessity, flour, there can he
no justification for the enormous added cost
of baking and delivering bread. Certainly,
in these times, when the searchlight is being
turned on to everyome, all industries, when
every section of the community is suggesting
that someone else should bear the burden,
here appears a real waste and weakness in
our economie system. Kven if this were the
only instance, it is one justifying inquiry.
Ways and means should be devised of en-
abling the people to reap the advantage of
the excessively low prices being obtained
for primary produets. In order to compare
present prices with those obiaining in past
times, I will refer to the report of the Prices
Regulation Commission of 1920. The Com-
mission dealt with the same question. At
that time flour had risen from £11 17s. 6d.
to £14 10s. per ton, and wheat from 6s. 6d.
to 7s. 8d. per bushel. Yet the Commission
then refused an applieation to increase the
price of bread above 5d.
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The Minister for Works: Wheat was
double the price then.

Mr. MILLINGTON: After hearing evi-
dence from bakers, millers, and all associ-
ated with the milling of flour and the baking
and Qelivering of bread, with wheat at such
a price the Commission considered people
could not complain of paying 5d. for the
2.Ib. loaf. Naturally, however, the public
are beginning to inguire a little more closely
now, when they know that the miller ob-
tains wheat at 3s. 3d. per bushel and that
the baker obtains flour at £10 per ton. I
consider the enormous disparity to be some-
thing worthy of investigation. Ways and
means should be devised of ascertaining
whether there is any justification for the
present price of bread. If existing methods
are such that the baker can justify the price,
then I say attention will have to be given
to those methods. They must be wasteful.
Whereas the advance of science has intro-
duced wonderful organisation into every
branch of industry, distribution alone, ap-
parently, has not advanced in like measure
with methods in other walks of life. When
we could afford these expensive methods, in
our usual careless way we overlooked such
things. Now, when times are desperate, and
the very existence of some of our industries
depends upon whether or not we can secure
a reduction in the cost of living and, auto-
matically, in the cost of production, we can-
not continue wasteful methods that were
countenanced when times were good. When
we cast around for means by which industry
may be revived and our general conditions
bettered, we should inquire regarding the
method of distribution of necessaries of Iife,
partieularly in view of the faect that those
commodities are produced in these times at
such cheap rates. I shall guote from a
speech delivered by Professor Wilsmore,
when addressing a meeting of the Royal
Society of Western Australia a week ago,
during the course of which he dealt with this
question, and referred to the inereased cost
of commodities to the eonsumers. In the
course of his remarks he said—

_ Other methods suggested were a reduction
in wages and salaries, abhd a reduction in the
cost of distribution. Experience in the TUnited
States had shown that high wages were not in-
cl:lmpatible with low costs of production, pro-
vided that the output per mar was high, which,
however, required hearty co-operation by all
concerncd, as well as eflicient plant and pro-

cesses, Reduction of wages and salaries should
therefore be the last, not the first, means to
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adopt for reducing costs of production. More-
over, it was well to remember that industries
should exist for the sake of the people, not
the people for the sake of the industries.
Coats of distributing and retailing in Aus-
tralia werce outrageously excessive, It was
a scandal that the man who sold a case of
apples on commission—perhaps without even
seeing them—and the man who retailed them,
should each gain more profit from the trans-
action than the orchardist, who had had all
the risk and labour of growing them. Yet
this kind of thing was happeming every day
with most of our ecommoditics throughout
Australia. In this connection, it was pertin-
ent to mention that for the wool that had
been used to make a man’s tweed suif, the
pastoralist who grew the wool received less
than five per cent, of the ultimate eost of the
suit to the purchaser. ain, for the wheat
used to make a 4lb. loaf of bread, costing the
consumer at least 10d., the farmer got lesa
than 3d gross, the larger part of the balanes
lieing the perquisite of the baker.

Professor Wilsmore concluded with the fol-
lowing statement—

There was room for enormous savings in
our cost of distribution, and distribution was
an essential part of production.

The Premier: Goods are
motoxr cars now. .

Mr. MILLINGTON : That is just the
point. Even to-day, when the primary pro-
ducer is Teceiving a price which has no rela-
tion to production ecosts, he still has to pay
high transport and handling charges. That
is the position, even though to-day wheat is
sold at under cost. I can understand the
attitude of a farmer who is turning his
attention to other sections of the community
whose wages, if I may put it in that way,
have not been reduced to the same extent as
his own. He is demanding, unfortunately, a
levelling down. If there is to be a re-ad-
justment, I should say that the most Justifi-
able and equitable way in Western Australia
would be, first of all, for the people gener-
ally to secure the advantage of the cheap
rates applying regarding foodstuffs and
other commodities. Then automatically the
position would adjust itself in other direc-
tions. At present the consuming public are
not geiting the advantage that they should
derive from the low eost of primary pro-
ducts.

The Premier: Meat is cheap.

Mr. MILLINGTON: I shall also deal
with milk, which is another necessary com-
modity. It is produced in the metropolitan
area and sold wholesale at 1s. 414d. per gal-
lon. In the course of his reply to my ques-
tion, the Minister who contrels unemploy-
ment stated that milk was delivered at

delivered in
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Blackboy for 1s. 8d. per gallon, and to the
genera! public at 2s. 8d. per gallon. Per-
sonsally, I pay 3s. per gallon.

Mr. Panton: We are negotiating now for
the delivery of milk to the Perth Hospital
at 1s. 234d. per gallon.

Mr. MILLINGTON: Naturally stoek
held in the metropolitan area have to be
hand fed, and milk cannot be produced
under those conditions as cheaply as in the
South-West where the cattle have the ad-
vantage of pastures praetically throughout
the year. Despite the fact that milk ean he
sold wholesale at 1s. 8d. per gallon,
the consnmers have to pay 2s. Sd. per
gallon. As a matter of fact, this demon-
strates that it costs more to deliver the
milk than to produce it. I made ingquiries
regarding this question from time to time,
but nothing has been done to ameliorate
the position. When we could afford these
luxuries we could pay for them, hut we
cannot stand this wasteful method of dis-
"tribution in these days. The distributors
will have to find a cheaper method of get-
ting their produects into the hands of the
consumers. As to meat, the position in the
metropolitan area is that stock is hrought to,
and sold at the Midland Junetion
abattoirs or at ¥remantle T have a
list of the snverage wholesale prices
charged for meat delivered at  Mid-
land Junetion. The practice there is for
the wholesale butchers to buy the stock, and
make all arrangements for killing, and the
meat is then placed in earease form in the
chilling chambers. The retsil butchers buy
their requirements from the wholesalers. I
do not know whether the wholesalers are
doing well or not, but they have a mini-
mum charge when dealing in a wholesale
fashion with the retail butchers, The prices
they charge—the figures are spread over
the last month or so—are as follows:—

Beef, best loeal—514d. per Ib.

Beef, best North-West—4%d. per 1b

Reef, medium—3d. per 1b.

Mutton—314d. per 1b.

Lamb—35d. to 53d. per Ih,

Pork—38d. per b,
Though meat has been slaughtered at Mid-
land Junction under the conditions I have in-
dicated—and people say there is a good
deal of expense attached to getting stock
to the abattoirs there—it e¢an be sold
wholesale to the retailers at the prices I
have mentioned. Yet the public do not
get full advantage from the low prices ob-
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tained for their stock by the growers, or
from the low prices charged by the whole-
sale butchers to the retail butchers. I have
not the time necessary to go into the de-
tailed figures that have been supplied to
me, but I shall give some instances. For
instance, I shall meniion a Maylands
butcher, who may be classed as one of the
cheapest of the retailers. The cash prices
he charges are—

Beef, sirloin—10d. per 1b.

Beef, rib~94. per b,

Beef, corned, round—94d. per Ib.

Mutton, leg—7a. per lb.

Mutton, loin—Gd. per b,

Mutton, chops—7d. per th.

Pork {average)-—1s. per b,

It ig possible to obtain meat in the ecity at
fairly reasonable prices, but that does not
apply to the suburbs. Most housewives
have to buy their meat from suburban
butchers. There are no cut prices, and de-
spite the faet, as I have indieated, that
lambs are bringing low prices at present,
the charges levied in the suburbs range
about the figures I have mentioned.

The Premier: Are not lambs bringing
a fair price?

Mr. MILLINGTON : Laibs are down so
low in priee that they can be purchased for
-export- purposes. I do not think any-
one could buy lamb at high prices to send
to overseas markets.” When we find men
doing that, it means that the prices ob-
tainable for lambs are not excessive ldeally.
I shall quote other figures to show-that this
matter interests the country people as well.
I cannot understand why excessive prices
should be charged by butchers in the coun-
try centres, but that is the position. At
Goomalling, for instance, the prices are—

Beef, sirtoin—204, per 1b.
Beef, rib—104, per Ib,
Becf, corned, round—9%4. per 1b,
Mutton, leg—10d. per 1b,
Mutton, loin—104. per 1b.
Mutton, chops—10d. per lh,
Pork—1s. per 1h.
The Minister for Agriculture. It costs

as much to deliver there as in Perth.

Mr. MILLINGTON: But in those dis-
tricts the stoek are grown and, I presume,
are sold move cheaply locally than would
be possible if the stock were sent to the
metropolitan area for consumption there.
At any rate, the people are not securing
any advantage beceunse the meat iz pro-
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duced locally. At Southern
prices charged have been—

Beef, sirloin—1s. 14, per 1b,

Beef, rib—1s. per b,

Becf, rump steak—1s. 8d. per b,

Mutton, leg—1s. 24, per 1b.

Mutton, loin—11d. per lb.

Mutton, lvin chops—1s. 24, per 1b,

Pork, leg—1s. 4d. per 1h,

Pork, loin=-1s. 3d. per 1b

Pork, chops—Is. 3d. per Ib.
I notice that at XKalgoorlie beef prices
have been from 11d. to 1s. 1d., despite the
low prices obtained for cattle, while high
prices are also charged at Mount Magnet
and Meckatharra.

Mr. Thorn: How do those prices com-
pare with those charged at Midland June-
tion?

Mr. MILLINGTON: The retail prices
charged for meat in the ecountry districts
are higher than those levied in Perth. I
do not know why that should be.

Cross the

Mr. Angele: It may be on account of
the turnover.
Mr. MILLINGTON: I quote those

figures in order to show that under the
present system the consumers have to pay
excessive prices, having regard to those ob-
tained for the stoek. I cannot understand
" why meat should be 1s. per Ib. Mutton
is usnally slightly lower. In some in-
stances, prices are nearly 1s. all round for
first-class meat, with mutton slightly lower.
I have not dealt with groceries and other
commodities, I set out to show that the
position to-day is entirely different from
what is was in years gone by. When this
question was dealt with before, prices were
high. Good returns were received for
wheat and stoek, but now it is entirely dif-
ferent. In those cireumstances, there shounld
not be the same diffielty in conducting
an inquiry into this subject that there was
in earlier days. I think it will be agreed
that enormous cost is added because of the
methods adopted in distributing the neces-
saries of life, and in that direction we
might provide a check. It is most difficult
to eheck the eosts and profits of traders.
Under existing circumstances, we have not
to show justification for the inquiry, but
rather have the traders and distributors to
show justification for the high cost of dis-
tribution of articles grown so cheaply in
Western Australia. There are those who
say that if wages were reduced, the cost
of production would automatically be re-
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duced materially. Here is a case where the
farmers' wages are reduced. He is brought
down, not to a living wage, but to a point
below a living wage, and he is providing
foodstuffe at less than cost. It would be
impossible to get men to produce those goods
if for a moment it was thought the present
position was permanent. The faet remains
that they are being produced and the peo-
ple of Western Australia are not gefting
the advantage oi them. Exactly the same
position would obtain if wages were cut in
halves; the people of Western Australia
generally, and industry generally, would not
get the advantage. Here is a notable in-
stance: The workers of Western Australia,
Mien WHU Understand  LRER  business, are
producing toodstufls below cost tor the peo-
ple of the State, and still we do not know
enongh to take advantage of 1t.  Yet there
are peopte who consiaer that all our dit-
feulties would be overcome 1t wages eould
he reduced. It that were brought aboul,
still the prices ot the necessaries of life
wourl net contorm to the reduced rates of
wages uny more than they are conforming
to *he reduced cost at which a most im-
portant seetion of workers are produeing
for the benefit of the public. It has not
had a general benefit on the people of West-
ern Australia. Another matter that needs
to be inquired into is house rent. Rent
charged for houses and for business pre-
mises has a very material bearing, not only
upon the cost of living, but also upon the
cost of running a business. Whereas other
commodities have been reduced, the cost of
money, instead of being reduced, has been
increased, and during the last year or so this
has had s material effect on the prices
charged by the distributors.  Rents have
not come down, and interest on overdrafts
has not been reduced. In these hard times,
when we are ealled upon to make sacrifices
—and some are not asked, but compelled,
to make sacrifices, the result of their lab-
ours not being paid for commensurately—
we have to pay attention to all sections of
the community. Recently, it is true, the

cost of building has come down.
But during peak periods, it is sur-
prising the priees charged by the

builder for building an ordinary cotiage.
To those who would compare these times
with 10 or 15 years ago, I instance & case



[30 Ocroner, 1930.]

in 1915 of a five-roomed cottage being built
for £620 which, capitalised at six per eent.,
would mean 14s. per week. Last year a
cottage of similar dimensions was buailf.
With the land it cost £1,300 which, capital-
ised al eight per cent., would mean 40s. per
week. So when people talk about getting
back to normal, and ask why we cannot live
on wages that were sufficient years ago, it
will be found that one of the big difficulties
is house rents. Certainly attention will have
to be given to that. Many people simply
cannot afford to pay the rents they are
charged. 1 suggest that when going inte
the eost of necessary commodities, honse rent
and rent charged for business premises will
have to be inquired into also. Whatever the
‘reason may be for charging high rents for
houses that were built during peak periods
when costs were high, the fact remains that
in a very large proportion of the central
business section of Perth, the alleged values
and rents were artificially raised, and now
people who have to pay rent for those prem-
ises have to pass it on to the purehasing
public. That is one of the factors in the
exceedingly high cost of living and high eost
of distribution. But since we are inquiring
into every phase of our expendifure, and a
search light is turned on to everybody, there
is a disposition to inquire into the most in-
timate matfers of any publie official, and
the suggestion is made that, generally, sal-
aries and wages should be decreased. My
contention is that that is not the way out
of our difficulties. Rather we require im-
proved methods. That would be better than
allowing any section of the community fo be
winecessarily penalised. 1 mentioned that
this motion had to do not omly with the
prices being charged to the general commun-
ity, but had also a distinet bearing on in-
dustry. There is no need to quote the posi-
tion of the primary industries. They simply
cannot bear the present charges. And this
is true also of the secondary industries.
‘When the latest figares were made up, there
were 21,000 people employed in secondary
industries in this State, and the value of
their produce approximated £17,000,000. No
doubt the statistics of to-day would show a
great decrease in those figures. Some of
those industries have closed right down, and
others show a very serious diminufion in
output and reduction in the number of
hands employed. So the problem to which
we must turn attention is the reviving of
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those indnstries. We are in competition with
the Eastern States and other parts of the
world. We should be able to compete, at all
events with the Eastern Statess. If our
methods are wasteful, as I have sought to
show, it means that we have no prospect of
competing with the Eastern States, which
have certain advantages over Western Aus-
tralia in that they established their indus-
tries long before ours were brought into
being. But I am hopeful that with the pat-
ronage that should be given to local pro-
ducts, Western Australian industries will re-
vive and he firmly established. But to do
that, the costs of production will have to be
decreased, and therefore the cost of the
necessaries of life. If those necessaries of
life are made available to the public at a
reasonable rate we may have a prospect of
competing with the Eastern States and so
building wp our industries,

The Premier: The Eastern States dump
their goods here,

Mr. MILLINGTON : That is one of our
diffieulties, and to an extent it has been
responsible not only for strangling some of
our indusiries, but also for preventing the
establishment of others,  Although I have
not time to deal fully with this phase of the
question, our secondary industries must be
protected, especially from wasteful methods
of distribution. Those whe say that under
a reorganised scheme certain persons en-
gaged in distributing goods would be dis-
placed, should be reminded that for every
unit so displaced under such a scheme, ten
would be employed. So if industry ean he
economically run, it does not mean a lesser
number employed, but a greater number
employed, because of the hetter methods
adopted in the industry. As I have said, my
main reason for moving this motion is first
of all that T believe the publie are being pen-
alised mainly on account of the enormous cost
of distribution, which eould be decreased; as
1 think it will be once there is sufficient de-
mand on the part of the publie, and par-
ticularly since the primary producers are
doing their part and the public are taking
advantage of it. The time has arrived when
the proposed inquiry is warranted and when
those responsible for the enormous cost of
distribution ought to be ealled upon to show
cause why that cost should not be reduced.
Then, as I have said, there is the other
reason, namely in order that it may be
possible for the primary and secondary in-
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dustries of Western Australia to he main-
tained.

(?n motion by the Chief Secretary, debate
adjourned.

ANNUAL ESTIMATES, 1930-31.
In Committee of Supply.

Resumed from the previous day;
Richardson in the Chair.

Department of Chief Secretary (Hon. N.
Keenan, Minister).

Mr.

Vote—Chief Secretary, £15367

THE CHIEF SECRETARY (Hon. N.
Keenan—Nedlands) [5.28]: There is very
little of importance or even of interest to
inform the House of in regard to this Vote.
Members will see that on the whole the
amount is small. The principal work
done by the Chief Secretary’s office is to con-
duct ¢orrespondence for all departments of
Government. It also superintends the clean-
ing of the main block in which the Chief
Secretary’s office is situated, and acts gener-
ally as an administrative head for a number
of small departments, such as the Fire Bri-
gade. It is not one that permits of any
greal amount of cousiderstion being given
to it by members. There is a small decrease
of £789, which is arrived at after allowing
for the automatic increases in salary for the
staff and small savings that have been
effected in other directions. The amount of
revenue received by the department is very
limited. It has shrunk to the extent of £61,
though that is not a matter of very great
concern. The first department dealt with in
this division is that of the Aborigines. The
shrinkage in expenditure there is £3,134.
This decrease is brought about by the sav-
ings (£2,728) under the heading of Con-
tingencies. That has largely resulted from
the stores not having been added to. These
stores have accumulated over the years past
to a considerable extent. They comprise
blankets and general stores. When the
Blackboy Camp wag established the blankets
we supplied to those who went there were
given chiefly out of the stores of the
Aborigines Department.

Mr. MeCallum: Those which would have
gone to the nativesl

The CHIEF SECRETARY : Yes, had
they been issued to_the natives. The stores
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in hand are suffieiently large to permit of =
considerable reduetion this year. It is here
that the decrease in expenditure is largely
accounted for. The revenue shows a small
increase of £44. The principal source of
revenue is the permits that are issued fo cer-
tain white persons and half-castes in differ.
ent parts of the State to enable them to em-
ploy aborigines. That brings in preity well
half our total revenue. There is one matter
upon which members ave entitled to get some
information. Unfortunately, the trouble of
the half-caste is increasing rapidly in the
South-West. The pure bloods present nc
diffienlties, but the half-caste problem is
one that will have to be dealt with un-
less we are going to allow it to reach
dangerous proportions. Although the pure-
blooded native is decreasing in number, the
half-caste is very prolific. There are large
families of half-castes and the opportuni.
ties for employment for them are limited.
It is impossible to deal with the ques-
tion of their education. We cannot compel
children to attend schools with half-castes.
Although there is no regulation excluding
half-castes from the State schools, they are
in fact exeluded by the objection that par-
ents have to sending their children to schools
where half-castes are admitted. In spite of
the fact that every expenditure which could
be avoided has been avoided, T am afraid
we shall bave to establish some camp in
the South-West, possibly at Carrolup, which
was once a native camp, for the purpose
of collecting a number of wandering half-
castes who are either starving or semi-starv-
ing, and are a puisance to the whole coun-
iry side. That has not been dealt with on
these Estimates. When they were framed
the extent to which the trouble had grown
was not appreciated. The next item is the
Fisheries Department.  This shows a de-
erease in expenditure of £980. This is
brought ahout hy abolishing the post of
temporary inspector of fisheries at Broome
and Shark Bay. Further, we do not ex-
pect this year to have to incur the bien-
nial eapense of £580 for replenishing stores
in the northern part of the State. The de-
partment must be of considerable import-
ance, because our fish supply is an wnport-
ant part of the foed supply of the com-
munity. Although fish are caughl in large
numbers, apparently in this State the sup-
ply seems fo die out. We find that it does
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not maintain the standard as to guantity,
that it showed when it was first opened
up. That is due, perhaps, in a consider-
able degree to the fact of the department
being a small one, and to the number of
tnspectors being insufficient to prevent the
destruetion of fish in their immatore =iate.
The breeding grounds for fish in our waters
will have to be protected in order that we
may have a plentitul supply. This the de-
partment are unsble to do to the fullezt
extent owing to the small number of in-
spectors ou the staff. If money were avail-
able, it would be wisely spent in briaging
in new types of fish and aecclimatising them
to omr watzis. We do that now in a small
way, kut the operntions are restricted by
our financial resources. Within the limita
of the money available, the departmeni is
admirably managed. It may be when we
have more money to spend we can lay it
out in the way I have indicated. The rev-
enue received by the department consists
almost entirely of the royaities on the sale
of sking. If effect is given to the resolu-
tion that was earried, the revenune will be
seriously reduced. Xven as things are, we
estimate there will be’a reduction of £3,385
from the total eollection of £10,000. If
that revenue is to be further reduced by
£5,000, by doing without the proceeds of
the royalty on kangaroos, there will searce-
l¥ be any money left. That is a matter
for the Treasury, and not one that con-
cerns the department.

Mr., Coverley: What revenue would be
received from licenses issued to pearling
hoats, ete.?

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I bave not
the figures, but will lack them up. It is
a matter for the Treasury to say whether
the royalties on skins shall be colleeted or
not. If the money is nob collecied, the de-
partment will show a considerable loss on
the halance of its fizures. There is & small
amount shown on the vote for eommission.
This may be regarded as money paid for
services rendered. It is an amount of £60,
and comes under the heading of Contin-
gencics. It is paid to the Geraldton station-
master, who acts as agent for the depart-
ment. He reeeives this commission for
stamping all skins that ecome through his
hands, but it is then passed on to the Rail-
way Depariment. To a certair extent the

.deaths and marriages.
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Fisheries Department may be said to be
asgisting the railways to balapee their bud-
get.

My, Doney: Are you able to make a divi-
sion between what is taken from the agri-
cultural areas from royalty and what comes
from other parts?

The CHIEF SECRETARY: The figures
are all grouped on the Estimates. I now
come to the Registrar of Friendly Societies.
There is a small increase of £171, which is
brought sbout by the antomatie salary in-
creases of the staff. They are all graded
inerenses. There is a decrease in Incidentals
of £99, but 1 am afraid that will not be
realised. The probability is we shall exceed
the vole.

Hon. W, D. Johnson: That is serious.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: It is & small
sum that is put down as a guess as to what
will be required. On the revenue side I am
afraid the estimate will not be realised,
Most of the revenue of the department is
derived from the registration of hirths,
I do not suppose
hirths will be greatly affected by the depres-
sion, and possibly the number of deaths may
inerease, but what is happening is that
marriages are falling off to a large extent.
That is to be anticipated.

Mr. Munsie: This is not a good time in
which to get married.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: The income
is likely to be less than it was as a conse-
quence. I now eome to Faols. There is
an increase here of £2,029. This is due
to the fact that the only popular institu-
tion in the State is the Fremantle Gaol.
We have had & number of visitors from the
Eastern States, whose proclivities for erime
have hrought them here. We are now
obliged to entertain them at Fremantle.
One reason why the ecriminal eclasses of
the East are flocking here is, apart from
the fact that theyv think they are slightly bet-
ter off, and criminals always frequent those
places where the most money is in circula-
tion, is that we are backward in our legis-
lation. In almost all the Fasiern States
tbey have a Consorting with Criminals
Act. When the Leader of the Oppo-
sition was in power, the police rep-
resented the advisability of adopting
similar legislation here, but that was
not done. It is a happier home for
eriminals here than it is inh New South
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Wales or Vietoria. In better times, when
a fine is inflicted for an offence upon a man

or woman, the fine is paid: nowadays,
owing to the serious depression, the
eonvicted parties prefer to serve the
default in gaol. We therefore have
to scpply the means whereby they
ean do so. There is, unfortunately,
an increase of £2000 in this vote.

This is oecasioned by the necd to employ
additional. warders, and the furnishing of
extra beds and provisions for the inereased
number of prisoners, The revenne shows
a slight inerease. That is brought about
by the fact that the Rotinest board
of conirol bhas been called upon io
pay riwre for prison labour, and thus
make =1 slightly greater contribution
towards the cost of keeping the pri-
soners. The next division is the Harbour
and Lights, This shows a decrease of £1,345.
It is unfortunately an index of our trade.
Almost the whole amount of the decreasc
arises from the fact that we shall have ta
pay less wages on the jetties in the North
for the handling of trade.
so shrunk that employment on the wharves
has dwindled accordingly. [t iz estimated
that we shall save in respect of wharf lab-
our, £845.

Mr. Willcoek: But you will get decreased
revenue, so that no saving will be effected.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: The esti-
mated decrease in revenue is £449, but I
am atraid it will be more thun that. The
Lunacy Department shows a decrease of
£1,829. In this department we might save
a little more than we do. Undoubtedly in
the past we have been affording facilities
in certain phases of mentsl derangement
for which we have & right, when we do give
those facilities, to charge the people who
enjoy them, but scarcely anything bas been
received and the resnlt is that tue depart-
ment is a very expensive one. We are show-
ing a decrease by eliminazing staff appoint-
ments which are not absolulely necessary.
Thoce are the only observations T have to
muke an the Vote, but T shalt he prepared
to answer any questions that may be asked
by members on items.

MR. MARSHALL (Murchison) [5.47]:
The Minister, in giving an outline of the
Vote, has mustered miscellaneous depart-
mental aetivities, but he has mnot said

The trade has
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anything about the motion that was
carried in this House a few weeks back urg-
ing that the Government should no longer
collect royalties on kangaroo skins. The
Chief Secretary at that time informed the
House that the money collected was not
benefiting the Treasurer in any way, that
it was appropriated by the Fisheries De-
partment. The Minister, however, did not
tell us how the money was spent. I protest
against the kangarooers of the North heing
taxed to the extent of £5,500 to provide
the wherewithai to enable the Chief Iuspee-
tor of Fisheries to protect other pests in
the southern part of the State, feathered
pests on the Swan River, and providing
those pests with daily appetising meals. Ii
is not possible for a hungry individual wha
may seek to procure for himself & meal of
fish and catches those that are under-sized
without being liable to a penalty, and while
he is forbidden to catch these small fish.
there is nothing done to destroy the pests
which eat several pounds of fish, all under
sized, daily. I refer to shags and pelicans.
I am told they eat a couple of pounds of
fish a day.

Hon. P. Collier: Very much more thar
that.

Mr. MARSHALL: T am not going tc
argne with my Leader as to the exael
poundage, but I do object to the kangarooe:
providing the means to enable the hirds 1]
have mentioned to thrive on the fish in the
Swan River. 1 never did have any time for
the feathered pests that are doing so muel
harm on our river and that disfigure all ths
surroundings.

Hon. P. Collier: Every day is Frida
with those birds.

Mr. MARSHALL: Yes; they are mos
religions. From what I can see, and fron
the information that has been supplied ti
us, it looks as if it is not the intentien o
the Government to accede to the wishes of i
majority of members of this Chamber a
expressed by the resolution passed a fev
weeks ago. On other occasions resolution
have been adopted and have been ignores
entirely, and we have got to that stage whe:
we appear to be making the institution o
Parliament resemble a farce. A majority o
members having said that g cerfain thin
should be done, the executive body of th
Chamber should not assume the right t
flout the desires of the majority of mem
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hers. 1 appeal to the Chief Secvetary to
use his influence in the direction of assist-
ing the kangareooer on the Murchison by
abolishing the royalties on skins. In that
way (he shooters will be able to secure am-
munition for the destruction of the pest. I
cannot understand how it comes about that
the Chief Inspector of Fisheries is able to
appropriate the royalties. Another matter
to which I wish to refer—and if T am wrong
I shall be glad to be corrected—is with re-
gard to certain unfortunate individuals in-
carcerated in institutions controlled by the
State and who are permitted to visit the
the Royal Show. Some of these un-
fortanates, more or less mentally deficient,
but who are believed to have a chance of
recovery, and who by the way through
having been addieted to alcohol are sbnor-
mal, are at the time of the Show escorted
to the grounds, their fares bheing paid and
a cup of tea provided for them in the after-
noon. On the occasion of the last Show
T understand that whilst some of these people
were (aken to the Show grounds, they were
denied the right to have a cup of tea. The
total cost of providing tea for these people
would not have been more than £3; it used
to run into about £8, but I am told that the
Chief Secretary decided on the last occasion
that the men’s fares only wonld be paid.
I am sure the Treasurer will he very thank-
ful to the Chief Secretary for having saved
the State £3 at the expense of s number of
unfortunate men. All the same, the men
were not deprived of their tea becanse I
understand an after-care body went to the
rescng and provided refreshments,

Vote put and passed.

Votes—Aborigines, £17,203; Fisheries
- £4,707; Registry and Friendly Societies,
£11.703; Gaols, £33,598; Harbour and Light
and, Jetties, £23,730; Lunacy and Inebriates,
£111,020; Observatory, £1,750—agrezd to.

Department of the Minister for Educa-
tion (Hon. N. Keenan, Minister).

Vote—Education, £681,131:

THE MINISTER ¥YOR EDUCATION
(Hon. N. Keenan—Nedlands} [5.55]: This
Vote shows a decrecase of £11,541 on the
previous year's expenditure. Last year’s
expenditure was £1,600 over the estimata,
It is exceedingly difficult to effect economies
in a department such as this. Hon. mem-
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bers are aware that the House as a whoie
has never been niggardly in providing funds
for education. Therefore it is a matter of
extreme difficulty for any Minister, however
hard-hearted he may be, to effect economies
in this department. I propose to ask mem-
bers to cast their minds back 12 years in
respect of which period I propose to guote
certain figures. I intend to refer to the
number of children that were then attending
school and compare the costs with those ol
the present period. In 1918 there werc
42,800 children attending the schools and
that figure has increased now {o 48,500. At
the same time the expenditnre has inereased
from £353,792 to £692,672. We have the
position that whilst the number of childrea
attending the schools has inereased fo the
extent of 14 per cent, the expenditure on
the Education Vote has gone up 97 per ceni.
That increase has been the result of two
causes, mainly. One was the faet that in
1921-22 there was a reclassification of teach-
ers and in 1926-27 there was another reclas-
sification. If hon. members look at the fig-
ures of those iwo years, they will notice the
big jump the vote took in consequence of
the reclassifications. Another reason is the
nomadie character of the population of this
State. During the same period 463 new
schools were opened bringing the total to
624, and 430 schools were elosed. In van-
ous parts of the State we have found that
after making provision for educational
facilities, population has left on aecount of
a particular industry carried on there com-
ing to an end, and the department has had
to abandon a lot of property and sacrifice
it. I should like to give a few figures to
show how the Vote iz expended. The one-
teacher schools are dearest by far per head
of pupils. Country schools having fewer
than 20 children in average attendance last
vear absorbed £122,516 of the Vote. In
round figures every child altending suneh a
sehool cost £20 per year. As the schools get
bigger, the cost per ehild goes down consid-
erably. Country schools largely consist of
small schools, and the result is that we have
a very high cost per head of children tanght.
The next class of school having an attend-
ance of fewdr than 50 absorbs £51,266 of
the Vote, while all other primary schools in
the country absorb £154,147. The result is
that we are to-day spending on primary
schools in the country £327,929. On primary

_education in the metropolitan area, we are
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spanding £209,644. I was almost saying
that we spend “only” £209,644, but it would
not be right to use that modification having
-regard to the fact that the metropolitan area
is more compact and it is possible to have
larger schools. Henece it is obvicus that the
cost per child in the metropolitan area must
be lower.

" Hon. P. Collier:
attendances 1

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION :
The figures I have quoted are based on aver.
age attendance. I have given those figares
to make a point which I am afraid is some-
times open to misconception, namely, that
the department is not neglecting its duty in
educating the children of the farmers and
miners and other people living in the back
distriets. The department is doing its part
properly, and will continue to do so. Ou
the other hand, the secondary schools of tha
State cost £37,204 last year, manual training
and domestic science schools £20,000, tech-
nieal education £25,500, correspondence
classes £10,801, and assisted schools £2,451.
Those flgures exhaust a Vote which on the
face of it appears to be rather large. As io
primary education, notwithstanding the dis-
advantage we suffer because of our seattered
population and beeause of having to provide
8o many schools for small attendances, the
cost in Western Australin is not excessive.
This may be appreciated if I give the fig-
ures. The eost of primary edoeation in New
Scuth Wales is £12 17s. 8d. per head of the
population, Vietoria £10 18s., Queenslani
£13 0s. 1d., South Australia £10 3s. 24,
Western Australin £12 1s, and Tasmania
£0 43. Members will see that we come =
very good third, and if we have regard for
the fact that we have s very difficult pro-
position on acecount of the seattered nature
of our population, the figure is one of which
we have no need to be ashamed. On the
other hand, I must say that we do not stand
in the same enviable position as regards
secondary schools. We are a long way
ahead of other States in expenditure on
State secondary schools, and I do not know
why it should be so. I believe we could
make some saving in that expenditure.

Hon. W. D. Johnzon: It is due to the
amount of work done here. The other Statos
do not conduct secondary schools to the
same extent,

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION :
Yes they do. The cost of seecondary eduea-

Have you the relative
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tion in the various States is—New Soulh
Wales 3s5. 6d. per head of population, Vie.
toria 4s, 8d., Queensland 2s. 8d., Sonth Aus-
tralia 3s. 1d.,, Tasmania 1s. 7d., and Western
Australin 65. That can be explained not by
the faet that other States do not provide
secondary eduveation, but that here on:
secondary edueation is more availed of by
the general mass of the people than pos-
sibly it is in the other States. In other
words, secondary schools outside the State
secondary schools are more frequented in
the Eastern States than here. In ithe time:.
ahead we must look forward to the possi-
hility of baving to eclassify necessities. Ii
will not be possible to indulge in the mer:
separation of necessities from luxuries aml
say that, as times are bad, luxuries must go.
We shall have to do more than that. While
I regard the secondary schools of the State
as a necessity, it may he that in classifying
our necessities into wvital necessities and
those not so vital, we shall have to con-
sider the magnitude of the effort we are
making in regard to secondary education. T
hope that time will not arrive; but if it
does the department, insofar as Government
policy is concerned, will endeavour first of
all to render to every child in the State, no
matter where it is living, an opportunity
to receive what is usually termed a sound
education. This implies o knowledge of ele-
mentary arithmetie, cepacity to express it-
self in our mother tongue, capacity to write
so as to be able intelligently to place one’s
thoughts on paper, and & knowledge of the
art of reading. Added to that we shall
continue to inculcate some knowledge of
hygiene. If we are able to do this for every
child in the State, we shall be fulfilling the
first and most vital necessity. To the very
last farthing in our purse, we must attempt
to discharge that duty. When we have done
that, we may consider other pecessities in
no sense so vital, and among them will be
various phases of our secondary education.
It will be the aim not cnly of the present
Government, but T hope of succeeding Gov-
ernments, to leave that path open for any
ambilipus ehild who iz willing and worthy o
elimb it to reach the highest point in edu-
cation, but coopsistent with doing that, we
shall undoubtedly in future be compelled
to examine carefully avery penny we spend.
As T have pointed out, our first expenditure
tmusat be in the direction of affording edu-
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cation in every imstance, no matier where
a child may live—a duty we are discharging
to-day. If, after doing that, we have funds
at our disposal, we shall proceed to elabor-
ate that education and so enable everyone
—not merely a few, as I am afraid has been
the case in the past—to veaech the higher
forms of education. If the child of a miner
in Wiluna is exceedingly hrilliant and pro-
mising, it is under s handicap as compared
with the child of a parent living in Perth
and at the very dours nof the schools we
provide. We are .ol in a position to pro-
vide a Vote to carry the expense of bring-
ing such a . child to Perth. All we c¢an do
is fo provide for it in places where we have
high schools, such as Northam, Kalgoorlie,
Albany and Bunbury.

Mr. MeCallum: Iz not there an allow-
ance?

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: It
would not meet the whole cost of the child’s
mnaintenance A comphnson of the posi-
tions of the two children shows that the
handicap on the Wiluna child is eolossal. If
the day comes when we are once more pros-
peroys and if it so happens that I have
anything to do with politics and this par-
tienlar department, I should certainly, as
g first measure, suggest a scheme of bur-
saries to enable a child suffering the dis-
advantages I have indicated to come to
Perth, not merely on a pittance represent-
ing g small portion of the expense, but under
conditions that would enable the child to re-
ceive the whole of the expense. That is all
1 desire to say on the Vote. It is one to-
wards which members have always been
generously disposed, and I hope the recep-
tion on this oceasion will be as generous
as it has been in the past.

HON. W. D. JOHNSON (Guildford-
Midland) [6.12]: I eannot permit the Min-
ister’s remarks to pass without offering some
little comment. We are very jealous of the
education system of Western Australin. We
have given wholehearted support to the
establishment of primary schools threughout
the goldfields and agricultural areas, and we
also supported the establishment of secon-
dary schools, and are proud of the liberal
provisions governing the University. The
Minister has indicated that the needs of the
honr might necessitate some revision of ex-
penditure on education, and 1 gather from
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his remarks that it might have to be applied
to the pecondary sehools. I would appeal to
him that before he does anything in that
direction, Parliament should be given an
opportunity to espress an opinion. I ap-
preciate the £act that the Government during
the recess might take the responsibility of
closing some of the secondary sehools or re-
ducing their efficiency.

The Minister for Lands: We shall not do
so- if the money is available.

Hon. W. D. JOONSON : T appreciate
that, but I for one would be very sorry if
any drastic reduction were made in the see-
ondary school system. TParticularly would I
regret it in regard to the Modern Sechool
The high schools are playing a very import-
ant part in educating the children. They
have given the children of the working class
an opportunity to cxtend their education, an
opportunity that was not afforded them be-
fore the high schools were established. I
think there are other avenues +where
cconomies might be effected before we . de-
mand any extensive reduction of the Eduea-
tion Vote.

Nitting suspended from 6.13 {o 7.30 p.m.

Hon, 'W. D. JOHNSON: When the House
rose for.tea, I was expressing the hope that
the Minister’s very carefully worded indica-
tion that a reduction in the education ex-
penditure might be necessary, would not be
carried into effect withont Parliament having
the opportunity to discuss any proposal of
the kind. In our secondary schools we have
institutions of whiech we are justly proud.
There is no waste edueation there, because
all the scholars reach them as the result of
competitive examination. 1 question the
wisdom of interfering with education af the
top -when we aore dealing with proved
scholars, particularly when there is a possi-
bility of making reductions, if such are
necessary, in other portions of our education
system; | do not want to indicate that I de-
sire any reduction. Keonomies are possible,
of- ¢course, but when we speak of reductions
we refer to reducing the number of scheols
and the efficiepay of the schools. We also
have a technical education system. This is
doing great service to young men and women
who, after leaving school, continue to receive
tuition. in various callings. The technical
education system is very essential, partien-
larly for apprentices to assist them in gain-
ing mote geientific knowledge of the trade or
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calling they follow. Technical education hag
extended beyond that. Many adults are
attending these technical schools, and gain-
ing knowledge for which they pay a certain
amount, though nothing like the smount it
costs the State. These are avenues in which
the Minister might make investigation. I do
not want them to be interfered with, but
there are avenues which eould he investigated
with a view to possible reductions in ex-
penditure without touching our secondary
schools. It is questionable whether it is
wise, when we have sehools filled wiath proved
scholars, to turn our attention to them, and
disregard the fact that there are many thou-
sands of young children attending other
schools who are not altogether the asset
to the State that is represented by those
who attend our secondary schools. Their
education must be continued, of course,
but it is a question whether we should
not investigate the suggestion of raising
the school age as & means of help-
ing ourselves over some of our difficulties
rather than interfering' with the higher
standards. We have also econtinuation
schools, all of which cost money, but af-
ford opportunities for economies before we
interfere with these schools referred to by
the Minister. During the last election a
good deal of attention was devoted to
means of effecting economies. The election
was fought with the knowledge of the
financial stringency and the need for
economy. I understand the party with
which I am associated strongly op-
posed any suggestion of a reduction
of the education wvote. It is s0 easy
to cut down expenditure on edueation.
it 15 one of the votes where I am
prepared to admit a section of the com-
muonity, many representatives of which are
in Parliament, and more particularly in
another place, thinks that the expenditure
is far beyond the needs of the situnation,
and is strong in its condemnation of the
lavish outlay on the system. Even in times
more affluent than the present these people
bhave urged a reduction in the vote. They
are persistent in this, and are anxious to
interfere with the education system gen-
erally. In this Chamber I have not known
any member to make an attempt to reduce
the expenditure. We all realise we are
justified in calling for economy and care
in expenditure, but not in this direction.
Many people helieve it is wrong to give
this high edueation to the children of
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working people. They believe higher edu-
caiion shouwld be limited to the children
of those who are in a position financially
to pay for it themselves. That system ex-
isted for many years, for only one section
of the community had the opportunity to
get a higher education beyond the primary
schools. Largely because of the activities
and enthusiasm of members of the Labour
Party, the education system has been ex-
tended until to-day we have, not only our
secondary schools, but a university estab-
lished on a more uniform opportunity-
basis than iy any other university in the
world. There is no place where children
of working people who, by their ability in
the primary schools have demonstrated
their right to pasd on to the secondary
schools, and thence to the University, have
greater opportunities afforded to them than
in Western Australia. We appreciate the
fact that the standard of eduecation in our
secondary schools is extremely high. That
is proved by the results of examinations
for seholarships, ete.,, not only at the Uni-
versity but at the Modern School from
which young people pass to the Universiiy.
It is also demonstrated by the number of
Rhodes scholars whe have been chosen
from amongst the children attending the
Modern School. Speaking generally it ean
be said that but for the Modern School,
children now attending the primary sschools
would not have nearly the same oppor-
tunity te advance their edncation. I sin-
cerely trust the Minister in his desire fo
effect economies will do nothing in respect
of the secondary schools without reference
to Parliament. Parliament should be con-
sulted before there is any interference of
importance with the system of secondary
education in this State,

MR. GRIFFITH8 (Avon) [7.38]: I
wish {o state my appreciation of the work
performed in the past by the Education
Department, more especially as this has ve-
ference to the standard of the teachers whe
have been sent out to countrr schools, ard
of those schoals themselves. Whilst I pive
unstinted praise to the department for that
feature of their work, T am a little con-
cerned about the future. Circomstanees
have brought about a position that makes
it imperative for economies io be exercised.
Certain reductions in expenditure and eer-
tain restrictions have been made as a con-
sequence of that position. [ hear that the
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short courses at the praclising school at

the Training College are to be cut out. I

will now be a case of falling back upon
teachers who have not had the benefit of
an attendanece at these short courses. Those
who are appointed to the larger schools
will naturally be under the esmtrol of Rrst.
class teachers. The quality of such teachevs
in sueh schools may be improved, but in
the case of those who go into the country
to take charge of a one-man school, I am
afraid that the cutling out of these courses
© will have & detrimental effect. I take it
that the Minister and his advisers who are
working with him to effect this alteration
will see that justice is meted out to all, that
there is no loss in salary or status for the
teachers concerned, and that as little change
as possible is made in the present system.
We all admit that changes will have to be
made. T and other members have been in-
terviewed by individuals on this subjeet, but
we have felt that we could not take up
the cudgels on bebalf of individuals. As
a body, however, we were quite prepared
to leave the decision arrived at with re-
spect to alterations or reductions entirely
to the sense of justice and fair play of the
direetor, in whom we have great confidence,
My opinion is that what iz heing done at
the Training College will leave that insti-
tution with a skeleton staff, and much the
same thing will happer as we heard last
night is happening in the Public Worlks
Department. It is admitted that these
changes have to take place, but I would
again stress the espect of justice and fair-
play. All of us remember ccrtain changes
which were made &t the Training College
and which caused Theart-burning and
tronble. Without partienlarising, T may
state that at the college to-day there is a
man who was brought over here from Mel-
bourne beceuse of his high qualifications.
It seems only fair and right that that man
should be kept in his place, and that a
junior should not be put over his head. J
draw the Minister’s attention to that mat-
ter, beeanse it is just possible that some-
thing which happened at the college before
may happen again, mep occupying certain
positions being passed over. 1 have no-
thing but praise for the department as re-
gards the conduet of the schools in my elee-
torate, and also as regards the eclass of
teachers supplied. Both Mr. Andrews and
Mr. Clubb have shown themselves most
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obliging in the filling of eountry vacanecies.
Everyone is reconciled to the faet that
money can now be spent only on absolute
essentials,

MR. WITHERS (Bunbury) [7.47]: I
join issue with the member for Guildford-
Midland as to the reduction of this Vote.
The Eduecation Department have done won-
derful work in their secondary schools over
& period of years, and particularly of late.
Any reduction in the secondary schools, or
in the opportunities for attending them,
would be most detrimental to the youth of
Western Australia.  The decrease in the
item is about £11,000, and one or two items
reduced are worthy of further consideration.
There is a reduction due to the fact that
numeroug teachers long overdewe for long
service leave have had their leave stopped
tor the present—~for how leng is not known.
Many of those teachers have made sacri-
fices during the period their leave was ac-
eruing. They may have been in outback dis-
tricts holding positions with inconvenience
to themselves but with advantage to the de-
parlment. It seems bard that just when
they are entitled to long service leave, the
(tovernment should suspend it. From a
pecuniary aspect the matter is so small that
it eannot have much effect on the Budget.
Therefore the Government might have left
the long service leave as it was, Amnother
reduction, amounting to £1,200, is in the
expenditure on manual training classes.
Sueh training iz absolutely essential, parti-
cularly in country schools. A country mem-
ber realises the disadvantage under which
country children labour as regards manual
training; there are no technieal schools
available for them as there are for children
in the metropolitan area., Capable youths
have received manual training at country
high schools, but this training is meagre as
compared with that given at the Technieal
School in Perth. When applications have
been called for the filling of positions at,
say, the Midland Junection workshops, the
conatry boy has had no chanee as compared
with the city boy. The item for manual
training, instead of being reduced, should be
either maintained as it was or else increased,
so as to give conntry youths the same op-
portunity as is enjoyed by youths in the
city. Tt is not always possible for country
parents of limited means to send their child-
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ren to the metropolitan area for higher edu-
cation. The member for Guildford-Midland
said members of Parliament, more parti-
cularly members of another place, had ex-
pressed the view that it is not essential to
spend so large an amount of money on edu-
cation. It is common knowledge, however,
that intelligence is not always with those
who can afford to pay for education. I
have in mind a young fellow who received
his early education in the backblocks of the
Murchison, who beeame a Rhodes Scholar
and is now a prominent physician of Perth.
His parents were poor, but he was brainy
enough to take advantage of the educational
opportunifies offered. Such a boy is as mueh
entitled to higher education as is the son
of wealthy parents.

Hon. W. D. Johnson: Hear, hear!

Mr. WITHERS: We shonld encourage
the intelligence of the ¢ommunity rather than
its wealth. 1 hope the Vote will not be
cut down any further. I may mention that
the Education Department receive and ap-
preciate assistance from the parents and
citizens’ associations. The parents and eiti-
zens of the State are so interested in the
education of the children that they give
great aftention to the accommodation at
gchools, the playgrounds, and the environ-
ments generally. The infants’ school at Bun-
bury- was built the wrong way round, as-
cording to those who know anything about
the subject; I cannot think what the archi-
teet was doing. The weather used to hest
into the open spaces of the building. In
winter, every time a child went into or oul
of the school, the teacher had to hold the
door open against the blasts of wind. Ap-
plicetions for rectifying this matter were
made in better times, but we were told that
the work could not be done. A similar re-
ply was received from the present Minis-
ter for Education as regards the closing-in
of the back verandah. Thereupon the Bun-
hury Parents’ and Teachers’ Association as
the reault of a couple of efforts, raised £80
for the purpose of enclosing the bagk ver-
andah with glass. The work will be done
before next winter sets in, and thus the
children will receive from their parents what
they should have received from the Gov-
ernment in regard to the construction of the
school. A school has been built at Water-
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loo since I have been in Parliament, and
that school alse was built with the veran-
dah facing the south-west. Application was
made for a shelter shed, and was refused.
The department were not even prepared to
allow the parents and teachers to erect a
shed themselves. The department contended
that the verandah space was quite sufficient.
However, the verandah is open to the
weather. When the Government would not
come to light, the people took the matter
into their own hands, got up a working bee,
and erected a shelter shed, which has proved
a great convenience to the ehildren. I hope
the Minister and the Government will con-
sider seriously before aftempting to reduece
the Education Vote any further.

MR. ANGELO (Gascoyne) [7.55]: I
join with other memhers in hoping that the
Government will not eut too deeply into
the Education Vote. Nohody would regret
more than I would the stinting of the edu-
eation of Western Australian youth. Speak-
ing as one who had to leave school at an
carly age, I recognise what a handicap it has
been to me through life not to have reeeived
the education I should have had. Through
no fault of my own I was compelled to leave
school at the age of 13 years. Knowing what
it is not to have a proper education, I do
hope that we shall be able to give the ehild-
ren of Western Australis as good an edu-
cation as is possible. Now, however, it has
hecome a question for the Qovernment to
consider what is their chief dutv—to feed
the mind, or to feed the body. They have
to economise o a certain extent, owing t¢
having so many unemployed, hoth men and
women, and children to feed. 1 feel per-
fectly sure that the heads of the Education
Department, under the guidance of the
Minister, will see that all economies and re.
trenchments which have to be made will be
effected with a view to resuming the good
work as soon as this time of inevitable re.
organisation is past. Sa soon as funds will
allow, we should be able to step off again
from the place at which we now have f¢
leave off. That the BEducation Departmeni
have done exceptionally fine work in the
past, evervone will admit. It is greatly tc
he regretted that we have to mark time fo
the present, but I trust that any reduction:
now made will he of such a nature as to per-
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mit of thé full resemption of the good work
as soon as the finances will allow.
P

THE MINISTER FOR EDUCATION
{Hon, N. Xeenan—Nedlands—in reply)
(7.58]: There are a few matters to whieh
[ desire to be allowed to refer bhefore we
proceed to the discussion of the itews. First
of all 1 would like partienlarly to refer to
ap omission on my par{ in making my open-
ing remarks. I shouid have expressed the
feeling of admiration held by the Edueation
Department for the pavents and teach-
crs’ associations. Those associations are al-
ways willing to render most valuable ser-
vices, and also to put their hands in their
pockets, which to-day is a serious matter,
I am sorry I omitted to acknowledgze their
services earlier. It is not the Government’s
intention to make any drastic alterations in
the edueational system of the State. We un-
doubtedly intend to make the same efficiency
available at the least possible cost, Liaving
regard te the proper claims of all parties.
Another maticr to which I might bave re-
ferred in my opening remarks is that I have
rdceived the most helpful aid from the
Teachers’ Union in the matter of reduction
of expenditnre. As regards long service
leave; :the teachers themselves have velun-
tarily -expressed consent to the proposals
of the Government. I was exceedingly grati-
fied to receive their consent in that matter,
as also in the matter of the short Bill I
brought in a fortnight ago. There is noth-
ing T desire to emphasise except the uiter
impossibility of looking te the future with
the same degree of expectation as we did in
past years for more funds being available.
Every year since this Vote first appeaved on
the Estimates it has grown, and now, unfor-
tunately, we have come to a stage at which
we cannot allow it o grow any further for
the time being. We have to practise eeon-
omy. It is not a matter of choiee, as the
member for Guildford-Midland (Hon. W.
D. Jolinson) koows. Tt is a matter of
necessity. We ghall rvesort to the necessity
only insofar as it is impossible to refrain
from doing so. That will he the policy of
the depariment, and I hope it will be sue-
cessful. ' '

This coneluded the Estimates of Revenue
and. Expenditure for the year.

Vote put and passed.

Resolutions reported.
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ANNUAL ESTIMATES—STATE
TRADING CONCERNS.

In Committee.
Myr. Richardson in the Chair.

Division — State Brickworks, £27,145—
agreed to. ’

fHvision—KStale Hotels, £359,565 1

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: The State hotels
have contributed a certain amount towards
Consolidated Revenue. Is it the praetice to
reduce their capitalisation to the extent of
the amount contribuled to Consolidated Rev-
enve? Tf the hotels return definite profits
to Consolidated Revenue as the result of the
wonderful suecess achieved by them, the
capitalisation shonld he reduced proportion-
ately.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS : The
profits dertved since the ineeption of the
State hotels in 1903 have amounted to
£132,442 175, 9d., which is in excess of the
capital involved at present of £67,634 2s.
11d.

Hon. W. D. Johnson : Then the State
hotels do not owe the State anything.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: In addi-
tion, since the inception, £37,913 18s. 6d.
has been paid to the Treasnry on aecount of
interest, and £9,398 3s. 11d. as an adjust-
ment of the sinking fund reserves.

Hon. W, D. Johnson: It is a pity we have
not more pubs.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: In all,
£179,754 18s. 2d. has been paid to the Trea-
sury since the inception of the hotels.

Hon. W. D. Johnson: Wonderful!

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: In the
vear 1015-16, the State hotels showed a loss
of £270 11s, 7d., but otherwise the profits
made by the hotels from the inception, after
deduveting the loss I have referred to,
totalled £132,442 17s. 9d.

Division put and passed.

Divisions — State Implement and En-
gineering Works, K121,634; State Quarries,
£27 580—agreed to.

Division—State Shipping Service, £206 -
500:

Mr. MARSHALL: I notice there is a
deficiency in connection with the State Ship-
ping Service of £34,500. Will the Minister
please explain how that comes about?

The CHIEF SECRETARY: Interest is
provided on the capital and overdraft, and
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in addition there is a special sinking fund
in respect of the “Kangarco.” I can inform
hon, members that the earnings of the ships
are more than. sufficient to pay working ex-
penses, if we exclude interest on eapital and
overdraft. There is the debit of £36,00¢
under the last mentioned heading, and then
a further sum of £5,250 which is a speeial
sinking fund on £140,000 at 334 per cent.
on account of the “Kangaroo.” That makes
up a total of just over £41,000, which ac-
counts for the difference. The estimated
receipts from the State Shipping Ser-
vice total £172,000, and the expenditure
£206,500. The difference between the two
amounts is represented by interest on eap-
ital. I take this opportunity to inform the
Comumittee that there is only one vessel in
respect to which the Shipping Service is in
such a position that it eannot more than pay
its way. That vessel is the “Kangaroo.” She
has been on the run from Fremantle to
Singapore, and latterly we have not been
able to get full backloading, Formerly that
backloading consisted principally of large
quantities of ease oil, not only for delivery
at ports on the way down the coast, but for
use in the metropolitan area as well. That
trade has come to an end, becanse crude oil
is now brought down in tankers. That trade
was important to tbe shipping service. In
addition to that, there has been a general
shrinkage in imports and exporfs to and
from Singapore. To counteract that, we in-
tend in the immediate future to send out a
delegation of merchants from Perth with the
object of endeavouring to open up a better
market for our produce in Singapore.

Mr. Marshall : It is shameful that we
should lose such opportunities there.
Hon. W. D. Johnson: Who are “we”?

The CHIEF SECRETARY : It would
surprise hon. members if they ascertained
the extent to which Eastern States merchants
have availed themselves of the Singapore
market, which is almost at our door, and yet
we do not send large quantities of produets
forward. Take the position regarding fresh
fruit. Compared with the exports from the
Eastern States, 1 do not think we have one-
sixth of that market.

Hon. P. Collier:
meat.

The CHIEF SECRETARY : Yes, but, of
course, frozen meat can travel much fur-
ther than fresh. fruit. Here we have a
market close at hand for various arficles

Then there is frozen
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of human consumption, but we do not seem
to have our quota of the trade.

Hon. W. D, Johnson: Who is to finance
the delegation?

The CHIEF SECRETARY: We are
providing cheap fares, which is good busi-
ness.

Hon, W. D. Johnson:
ernment’s contribution?

The CHIEF SECRETARY: Yes. We
hope that we shall get that back in the form
of increaged trade, what will represent
many times the cheap fares we provide.

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: It would be in-
teresting if the Minister eould supply us
with figures along the lines of those fur-
nished by the Minister for Works regard-
ing the State hotels. The ‘‘Kangarco’’
has been specially referred to. I under-
stand that during the war period that ves-
sel returned econsiderable profits to the
State Shipping Service.

The Chief Secretary: That is so.

Hon. W. ). JOHNSON: A considerable
amount was paid into Consolidated Rev-
enue 85 the result of those profits. I wounld
like to know if we maintain the original
capitalisation of that vessel and charge in-
terest accordingly;, or has the capitaliza-
tion been reduced in proporiion to her
earnings, and the profits paid into Consoli-
dated Revenue. That is an important
phase.

Hon.. P. Collier: Two years ago we
wrote down the ecapitalisation heavily.
Prior to that the position was as you in-
dicate.

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON. Then some help
has been given.

Hon. P. Collier:
two years.

The Chief Secretary:
amount writien down?

Hon. P. Collier: Abont £400,000.

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: I am glad to
bear that. The ‘‘Kangaroo’’ has returned
large profits, and it would be wrong to
expect the State Shipping Service to pay
interest on the original capitalisation with-
out any consideration along the lines I
have indicated.

Division put and passed. .

Divisions—State  Sawmills, £555.231;
Wyndham Freezing, Canning and Meat
Ezport Works, £330,000—agreed to.

This concluded the Estimates of the Trad-
ing Concerns for the year.

Resolutions reported.

That is the Gov-

Buat only in the last

What was the
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BILL—HOSPITAL FUND.
Meassage.

Message from the Governor received and
read 1eeommending appropriation for thd
purposes of Bill.

Second Reading.

THE MINISTER FOR HEALTH (Hon.
C. G. Latham—York [8.15] in moving the
second reading said: A number of attempts
have been made to obtain legislation for the
purpose of texing the -people for the main-
tenance and support of hospitals. Eight
years ago iheré was introduced into this
Chamber a Bill on lines quite different from
those in the Bill before us. Since then many
attempts have been made, and last year a
Bill was introduced by my predecessor oo
lines similar to the present Bill, with one or
two exeeptions. The chief exception is that
in the Bill of last year it was proposed that
everybody who contributed to the fund
should receive hospital benefits. Unfortun-
ately, the financial position of the State at
present does not permit us to exfend that
privilege which my predecessor intended to
provide, I propose to set out the conditions:
in this Bill. A trust fund will be established
from whieh hospitals will be financed ex-
actly on the lines proposed in the Bill of
last year. They will be required to find their
own fund ared expernd their own money. It
is proposed to raise the revenue per medium
of a tax of 1%d. in the pound on all wages,
salaries and incomes——exaetly as in fhe Bill
of last session.

Hon. W. D, Johnson: But no hospital ac-
ecommodation will be given.

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: None
at all.

Hon. W. D. Johnson: At what point do
you start the tax{

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: On
the pound bagis, exactly the same as in the
last Bill. There is no difference in respect
of that.

Mr. Munsie: Bui you expect to get only
£156,000.

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: Ua-
fortunately, yes. The primary object is to
place hospitals on a firmer financial position.
In the past it has been the lot of the Min-
ister for Health to depend on what money
could be provided by the Treasurer and
voted by Parliament annually. With the
present means of raising money, it is in-
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tended to place in a frust fund the whole of
the revenne, to be administered by the
Health Department on the lines of the last
Bill. While to-day it is estimated that the
revenue will be £156,000 per annum, in the
Bill of last session it was estimated that the
revenue would be £210,000. Unfortunately,
through the falling-off in incomes, and the
reduction in salaries and wages paid this
year, and through so many men and women
being out of employment, it is estimated
the amount to be colleeted will reach only
£15G,000. In the past hospitals have been
provided from revenue funds to the extent
of £100,000 per annum. That was so up to
last year, But last year the Treasurer made
avgilable an additional £4,000, not provided
for on the Estimates, but as an emergency
subsequently, for the purpose of carrying
on the hospitals. Also there was an amount
of £38,000 which was collected from the
amusements tax and placed in a trust funl
and disbursed by the Minister for Health.
As the Treasurer has told this Chamber, it
is proposed to take into revenue that tax in
future, and to compensate for it. In the
past it has been the custom of the Pubiic
Health Department to pay into Consoli-
dated Hevenue the whole of the funds ecol-
lected from patients afiending public hos-
pitals, which roughly amounted to £34,000.

Mr. Munsie: Government hospitals, not
public hospitals.

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: What
is the difference?

Mr. Munsie: There is a lot of difference.
Some of the hospitals are public hut not
Government.

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: Well,
the fees paid by patients attending Govern-
ment hospitals, amounted to £34,000. That
sum was paid into Consolidated Revenue.
Under the Bill it is proposed that the whole
of this money shall be paid into a trust fund,
together with the amount collected from the:
tax, £156,000. The total estimated rev-
enue will be £192,000. Last year we had
available £152,000. So it will be seen that
there will be a benefit to the fund of ahoat
£52,000. Not the whole of that sum will be
available, because the cost of collection of
the tax will have to be taken into account,
roughly about £6,000. That will be deduncted
from the amount. It does not sctually mean
that this £52,000 will be available in addition
to what was provided last year, becanse with
the imposition of this tax it is estirnated



1478

that there will be a falling-off in revenue
from other sources. The amount of money
that has been eollected for hospifals in the
past hy private contributions and other
sourees that are conditions of employment
in many parts of the State, it is estimated,
will fall off considerably, to the extent, per-
haps, of £8,000. A coneession given under
the Bill is thai a married man on the basic
wage or below it will receive free hospital
neecommodation for bimself and his depend-
ants.

Mr. Munsie: He has that now in all Gov-
ernment bospitals. He has it in the Perth
Hospital. )

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: I dv
not think any man receiving treatment in
the Perth Hospital is allowed to go without
payment of fees, if he ean pay them. There
is no fixed standard of wages at present en-
tithing him lo exemption. If he can pay,
he is expected to pay. Certainly the hos.
pitals ave open for treatment of the man on
the basic wage, but he has to pay for that
treatment if he can. In addition to that, a
coneession s given to a single person on
£156 per annum or less; he will be freated
froe in the hospitals. Those are fhe only
concessions provided in the Bill. It is esti-
mated that those concessions will cost
roughly about £5,000. To-day the eqamiva-
lent of that amount collected in fees is paid
into Consolidated Revenue. I have pointed
out there will be a reflex on certain medical
and hospital funds which are collected
throughout the State, frequently as a con-
dition of employment. It is estimated that
in that respect there will be a falling-off
of roughly £8,000.

Mr. Munsie;
annually subseribed to the haspitals?
will lose all of that.

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: Not
the whole of it. It is surprising how much
money will be subseribed, salthough it is
admitted that the present finoncial position
will cause a great deal of difficulty in that
regard.

Mr. Corboy: How ave we to keep our
country medical funds going if the people
contributing to them have to pay this tax?
We have such a fand at Southern Cross.

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: The
doctor at Southern Cross is not maintained
by publie subseriptions.

Mr. Corboy: Yes, he is; he gets £30
per annum from our local medieal fund.

What abowt the £30,000
You
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Now you are going to tax the people wlo
subseribe to that fund.

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: That
is news to me, for 1 understood the doctor
at Southern Cross was guaranteed a certain
sum, portion of which is provided by the
local road board.

Mr. Corboy: Not the road board, but the
local medieal fund.

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: It is
expected that the people will still have to
find some money for that purpose.

Mr. Corboy: The people at Southern
Cross have to pay 1s. 6d. weekly to keep
the doctor, and now they will have to pay
this tax as well. It is utter rubbisk; they
will not do it.

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: This
tax is not for medical attention, but o
hospitals. It is expected that as tlc State
grows the fund ought to be sufficiently large
to maintain our hospitals and provide addi-
tional aecommodation as required. It is not
expected there will be any funds available
for additional hespital aceommodation this
vear, but when we get back to normal again
our revenue ought to inerease as the popu-
lation and the wealth of the Btate inecrease.

Mr. Corboy: Are you anlicipating any
cxtra burden through the death of the local
medical funds?

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: Yes,
a little,

Mr. Corboy: You will certainly Kkill all
those funds.

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: In the
timber industry, unfortunately, the funds
have practically collapsed.

Mr. Corboy: You are certainly going to
kill the fund I have mentioned.

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: I do
not think there is anything paid to the hos-
pitals at Southern Cross. T have the fig-
ures here.

Mr. Wilson: There is in Collie.

The MINISTER FOR HFALTH: Yes,
it is a condition of employment there.

Mr. Wilson: No, it is nok

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: There
is some arrangement there. Evervbody con-
tributes something fowards the fund.

Mr. Wilson: We pay the full salary of
the doctor.

Mr. Corboy: But the people are not
going to continue paying that and pay the
tax as well

Mr. Munsie: Of course they will.

That
fund is for the doector. .
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The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: The
Bill of last year made exactly the same pro-
vision, except that it provided hospital
accommodation for everybody., 1 only wish
we were in the position to do that to-day,
but unfortunately we are not.

Mr. Munsie: You will take £104,000 inio
Consolidated Revenue.

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: It
members appreciate the flnancial position—
and 1 think they do—they will realise there
must be some additional taxation. This
additional taxation is for the purpose of
raising money for the fund, which will he
controlled for the benefit of those who have
to use a hospital.

Mr. Corboy: Why call it a hospital fund
when it is for the benefit of Consolidated
Revenue?

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: It is
not for the benefit of Consolidated Revenne.

Mr. Munsie: To the extent of £104,000
it is,

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH i I
desire to clear up the belief many people
entertain that this money is going to be paid
into Consolidated Revenue. It is not going
to be paid .into Consolidated Revenue, any
more than was the fund of last year. I
have had quitg 2 number of letters asking
me about it,

Mr. Munsie: Youn will stop the contribu-
tion of £104,0007

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: I will
not say anything about that. There is no-
thing to hide; it is all on the Estimates.
The Bill is well knrown to this House, be-
eause it is very similar to the Biil that passed
this House last year and was amended in
another place. Therefore it does not need
a great deal of discussion. The points that
will be discussed include the taxing of the
whole of the people of the State for the
hospitals and giving the taxpayers no addi-
tional benefil. But we do give a benefit to
A man reeejving less than the basic wage, We
give a benefit to single men and women re-
ceiving less than £156, That is a distinet
advantage. A man who could not use the
hospital because his financial position would
debar his cotry will contribute to the hos-
pitals.

Mr. Munsie: There is no financial bar to
4 man en'ering any hospital, execept those
of Perth ang Fremantle.

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: Yes,
there is,
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Mr. Munsie: 1f vou were getting £10,000
a'year you could enter any other hospital.

The MINIRTER FOR HEALTH:
There i¢ a bar. If a man wished to enter
the Bunbury or York hospital and the ge-
commodation was taxed, preference would
be given to a man who could not afford to
go into a private hospital. One point that
will be discussed is that Consolidated Reve-
nue will get a henefit to the extent of
£104,000 per annum. The sum previously
was £100,000, and the Treasurer found
£4,000. T wish to emphasise the necessity
for the measure, even if only to assist the
hospitals of the metropolitan area. The
Children: Hospital at present has a debit
balauce of £6,600, and it is an unfortunate
fact that one of the wards has had to be
clored. We are anxious to get that ward
re-opened befure the summer months, so
that it will be available to meet the demand
oceasioned by summer siekness amongst the
children. The finances of the Fremantle
hospital are in a parlows condition, The
luss experienced there is at the rate of £5,000
a year and ihere does not seem to be any
chance of overtaking the loss,

Mr. Munsie: Snd no distriet, good and
all as some of them are, does as mueh for
its hospital.

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: I
was about to pay Fremantle that compli-
ment. Being located in an important ship-
ping cenfre, no hospital has to meet
greater demands, and no people in
the State do as much for - their hospi-
tal as do the Fremantle people.  The
Perth Hospital is falling behind at the rate
of about £700 per month, T admit that the
Radioloyical Department, in which the ex-
Minister interested himself, was erected for
the henefit of people suffering from malig-
nant growths, but it has hecome a great bur-
den. At present it js costing about £300 5
month in exeess of the revenue receivad.
Thus there are many commitments that the
Treasury eannot meet, Week after week
the awthorities of the various metropolitan
hospitals come to us asking for money.
Many of the couniry hospitals are also in
finaneial diffieultios. I hope the House will
treat the Bill leniently.

Hon. P. Collier:
better off when the
one penny.

They will not he any
Bill goes through, nat
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The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: They
will. We shall have a fund and we shall
be able to spread the money over the 12
months. Apart from this, there is no hope
of previding money for the hospitals.

Mr. Sampson: Will this measure stop the
selling of buttons in the streets?

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: It will
stop nothing.

Mr. Corboy:
fund.

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: It
may. Prohably the member for Hannans
will tell the House that the amount of rev-
enue will considerably exceed the estimate.
I do not think it will,

Mr. Panton: Do you think you will have
any luek with the Bill in another place?

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: I hope
so, though in the past similar proposals
have had a rough reception there. For
the benefit of new members, let me explain
the method of collecting the tax. People
employing only one or two persons will use
a hospital stamp; others employing many
will make a deduction from wages and show
it on the wages sheet; persons in receipt of
salaries and companies liable to pay the
tax will pay to the Commissioner of Taxa-
tion in the ordinary way. Thus, no new
machinery will be required to collect the
tax. In Commiitee I shall be prepared to
consider any amendments that may be pro-
posed so long as they do not interfere with
the principles of the Bill. I commend the
measure to the House, realising that many
members are probably more familiar with
its provision than I am. I move—

That the Bill be now read a sccond time.

On motion by Mr. Munsie, debate ad-
Jjourned. .

It will stop our medieal

BILL—RESERVES.
Second Reading.

THE MINISTER FOR LANDS (Hon.
C. G. Latham—Yeork) [8.37] in moving the
second reading said: This is a Bill of the
type introduced annually to deal with re-
serves. I have had a copy of the notes made,
as well as lithographs, which will be placed
on the Table for the information of mem-
bers. Fourteen reserves are dealt with,
which is guite a large number. The measure
is almost entirely one for eonsideration in
Committes and therefore I shall not say

[ASSEMBLY.)

much sbout it at this stage. Provision is
made for the vesting of a reserve of half an
acre in the Lake Grace Road Board area.
It is at present held on a 999 years' leasc
and vested in trustees for an agricultural
hall site. The trustees desire to relinquisk
their trusteeship in favour of the road board
At Broome there is a Class A reserve on
which :a mechanics’ institute is built, and i
is proposed to take a small portion of it and
set it aside for a publie library and eluk
room for the sub-branch of the R.B.L., Af
Narrogin the Independent Order of Recha-
bites hold the Crown grant of Lot 3356 and
desire to transfer it to the trustees of the
United Friendly Societies’ Couneil, for &
friendly societies’ hall. Legislative author
ity is desired for the alteration of the trusi
accordingly. At Mullewa it is desired to ex.
change the aborigines reserve for a piece of
the common. The Aborigines Department is
offering the Mullewa Road Board 80 acres
and will receive 100 acres in exchange
This will remove the aborigines a little fur
ther from the town.

Mr. Marshall: A good job, too.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Wil
liams locations 7830 and 11424 are held un-
der a 99 years lease hy the trustees of the
Williams Joekey Club for the purpose of
a racecourse,. The Williams Road Board
has aeguired other land for a greater sporis
ground on whieh it is intended fo concen-
trate the whole of the sporting bodies, and
it is proposed to give power to dispose ol
the racecourse and apply the proceeds tc
the improvement of the pgreater sports
ground,

Hon. IP. Collier: The same as has beexn
done at Narrogia.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Yes. -

Mr. Corboy: A very good idea.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Al
most cvery month we are receiving re
quests of this kind. At Kununoppin the
trustees of a reserve for an agricultural hal
site wish to transfer the trust fo the Kunun-
oppin-Trayning Rerad Board, and the board
are prepared to take¢ it over. That is s
very simpie matter. At Midland Junection
a cemetery is held by cerlain trustees whe
desire to surrender the trust in order thai
the cemetery may be placed under the con
trol of the Midland Junection Municipa
Council. I wish to draw attention to Claus
9 of the Bill. The Western Ausiralian Posta
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Institute approached the Claremont Road
Board for permission to use a piece of land
set aside as a Class A reserve for recreation.
The institute authorities have collected from
their employees fortnightly sums of money
with which to provide work for members
out of employment. The money is being
spent on beautifying the reserve and pro-
viding sporting facilities. It is proposed
to give the Claremont Road Board power
to lease the reserve to the Postal Institute
for 21 years, during which time the rights
of the public will be preserved, and at the
end of the period any improvements will
be transferred free of charge to the Clare-
mont Road Board.

Hon. W, D. Johnson: This is a Class A
reserve vested in the road board?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Yes,
for recreation. Members know how difficult
it is to obtain revenue from sueh reserves.
There were two objects for the transfer. Tho
one that appealed to me most was that the
postal employees were prepared to tax them-
selves to provide work for fellow members
who are unemployed. The proposal also
provides an opportunity to beautify this ve-
serve, which is opposite the Old Men’s Home
and is separafed from the foreshore by a
road. By approving of the proposal, the
Claremont Road Board will have a park
made for them. Tt is proposed to fence
the reserve, plant it with trees, prepare fooi-
ball and ericket grounds and tennis courts,
and provide generally for the enjoyment
of the people who desire to use it. I hope
favourable consideration will be given to
this proposal beeause, durins the last few
mooths, we have allowed the postal em-
ployces to proceed with the work in order
‘o provide employment. A nowminal sum
is heing charged by the Claremont Road
Poard as rent for the reserve. At Mullewa
tiere was a 1V%-chain road. It was reduced
to one chain and the half chain was pur-
chased by the road board who desire per-
mission to sell it and use the money towards
building road board offices and hall on the
present site. At Geraldton a large part of
the foreshore is set apart as a Class A re-
serve for csplanade and recreation. Por-
tion of it is needed in eonnection with har-
bour works. It is desired to exclude it
from the reserve and set it apart as a new
reserve for harbour works. The Works De-

[54]
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partment have agreed to allow the muniei-
pality to exercise control over the land until
such time as it isrequired for harbour works.
No more land will be taken than is re-
quired for that particular purpose. It is
proposed to take about one-eighth of ap
acre from King's Park so that a bore may
be put down upon it by the Water Sup-
ply Department. It is necessary to ask
Parliament for authority to do that, It
is only a small piece of the land along the
river front.

Hon. P. Collier:
vested ¥

The MINISTER FOR LANDS:
Minister for Works.

Hon. P. Collier: It would be all right
under the control of the King’s Park
Board.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: No, be-
cause the hoard would then econtrol the
bore and everything on that piece of land.
It is desirable that the Government should
have control of it. I admit the chairman
of the board has done a great deal for the
park and that he has had able support
from the board, but in the public interest
it is necessary to make this reservation
The piece of land is actually less than one-
eighth of an acre in extent, and this will
not affect the park ares. It is on the right-
hand side of the road going west. At Den-
mark the railway line was shifted from
where it was along the river near the fore-
shore. The land on whieh the railway ter-
minated—it has now lheen extznded—
was a Class A reserve, It is necessary
to exclude from such Class A reserve the
portions required for railway and road
purposes. Only that portion will he taken
that is necessary for the station yard and
the road leading out of it. We must get
Parliamentary authority to take that piece
of road out of the Cless A reserve. The
Quairading Ioad Board are asking for per-
mission to sell 10 acres of land now set
aside for recreation purposes. They want
to follow the same principle that has been
followed by the Williams local authority,
that of consolidating the sports grounds
into one ground on the other side of the
line. This local authority has an extensive
area that is used for gemeral sports, re-
creation and a raececourse. To avoid any
duplicatior in the expenditnre of public
funds on the sporting grounds it is pro-
posed to ask for legislative aunthority to

In whom will it be

In the
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dispose of this particnlar piece of land
and devote the proceeds to use upon the
other ground.

Hon. W. D. Johnson:
buy another ground?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: The
local authority have already acquired land
from private sonrces, and had a small por-
tion granted to them on the other side of
the linre, Already some huildings have been
erected upon it. The piece it is desired
to get authority to sell is on the west side
going towards the Cubbine station. I have
here the notes on the Bill, and lithographs,
all of which I now desire to lay on the
Table of the House. I move—

That the Bill be now read a second time.

Is it intended to

Question put and passed.

On motion by Hon. W. D. Johnson, de-
bate adjourned.

BILL—WAGIN HOSPITAL VALIDA-
TION.

Second Reading.

THE MINISTER FOR WORKS (Hom.
J. Lindsay—DMt. Marshall) [8.52] in moving
the second reading said: This is one of those
short Bills that come down at this time of
year to validate something that was done
without legal authority. In 1927 we passed
a hospitals Bill. Before if was proclaimed,
evidently the Wagin Municipality and Road
Board had seen it, and decided to go on with
a particnlar work. They let a contract to
erect & hospital at 2 cost of £5,450. They
did this three weeks before the Bill became
law. This measure is brought down to legal-
ise that action.

Hon. W. D. Johnson : Are they paying the
cost?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS : The
Government, found the whole of the money.
Probably that is the reason why the Bill is
introduced. We have to protect Government
money, and that is what I am asking Parlia-
ment to do. The understanding was thet
the two local authorities should pay interest
at 6 per cent. and a sinking fund of 2 per
cent., and each local authority agreed fo
share in the principal at the rate of £1,384
each. They were a little too anxious to get
on with the work, a litile too energetie, and
did not wait- until the Aet was proclaimed.
I move—

That the Bill be now read a second time.

[ASSEMBLY.]

ME. McCALLUM (South Fremantle)
[8.54]: I offer no objection to the Bill

Hon. W. D. Johnson: The Wagin Muni-
cipal Council ought to be put in its place,

Mr. McCALLUM: The local authorities
seem to do something illegal every year. I
cannot remember 5 single session when we
have not had to validate something done by
a local authority.

The Premier: It is nearly all at Fremantle.

Mr. McCALLUM: I am not going to have
it said, Mr. Speaker, that your district is the
only one that does things illegally. X cannot
remember my district doing any such thing,
but it shouid be stated that we remember
other distriets which have done these things,
and yours should not be singled out for a
special penalty. Local authorities are often
impetnous and do many things without
sufficient forethought. Many things have
been done in the Great Southern distriet
that stand to-day as illegal. In a case like
this, we bave not much option but to pass
the Bill. I do not think there should be any
objection to ik,

Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

In Gommittee.

Bill passed through Committee without
debate, reported without amendment, and
the report adepted.

BILL—METROPOLITAN MARKET
TRUST ROAD.

Becond Reading.

THE MINISTER FOR LANDS (Hon.
C. G. Latham—York)} {8.57] in moving the
second reading said: This is a very simple
Bili having for its object the transfer of
a piece of land to the City Council. It was
thought the Bill that was introduced by the
member for South Fremantle {Mr. MeCal-
lum} earried out the intention of the Market
Trust and the Cityp Council. The Crown
Grant of the market site that was issued
to the trust comprised Marquis-street, run-
ning down {o the subway. It was proposed
to exchange that street for another running
straight to the subway at West Perth. That
is a chain and a half wide T+ is proposed
by this Bill to transfer that road to the
City Council. TUnder the agreement it is
provided that the Market Trust shall carry
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out the work of laying bitumen over 50
Yect of the road, and, when this becomes
necessary, the City Counecil will undertake
to complete the whole of the 150 links. The
trust will have to contribute a maximum
amount of £150 over a peried of three years
as a contribution towards the cost of re-
grading the road that may be necessary
when it is constructed to the full width of 99
feet, including the taking over of Marquis-
street which may be necessary as the result
of such regrading. The Bill empowers the
Market Truost to transfer the road, which
it was thought the Bill previously passed

already gave the right to do, to the City -

Couneil. It merely rectifies a mistake that
was made on a previous oceasion. I move—-

That the Bill be now read a second time.
Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

In Commitles, etc.

Bill passed through Committee withont
debate, reported without amendment, and
the report adopted.

BILL—ROMAN CATHOLIC NEW NOR-
" CIA CHURCH PROPERTY ACT
AMENDMENT.

Second Readng.

THE MINISTER FOR LAWDS (Hon.
C. G. Latham—York) [9.3] in moving the
second reading said: This is another Bill
to remeds a defeet in an Aect. The Act
was passed in 1929, vesting certain pro-
perty in the Lord Abbot of New Norcia.

Hon. P. Collier: Are you referring to
lagt year’s Bill?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Yes.
Some .aud titles were omitted from that
Bill; and sinee this measure passed another
place, there has been discovered the need
for a further amendment, which has been
placed on the Notice Paper. This last
amendment is necessery in order to com-
pleie the vesting power. It is merely a
question of ealtering some figures.

Hon. W. D. Johnson: Are you sure you
are right this time?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Yes. I
do not think it necessary to make any fur-
ther explanation. Certain people hold land
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in trust for the New Noreia community,
and that land is to be included in the exist-
ing Act, I move—

That the Bill be now read a second time.
Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

In Gommiitee.

Mr. Panton in the Chair; the Minister
for Lands in charge of the Bill.

Clause 1—agreed to.
Clause 2—Amendment of Schedule:

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I move
an amendment—

That the following words and figures be
added to paragraph (b):—'‘Volume 478,
Folio 57; Volume 479, Folio 85; Volume 994,
Folio 48,7
I bave explained the reason for imcluding
these titles.

Amendment put and passed.

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: While I know
nothing about the Bill, I appreciate the
work done by the New Norcia community.
Reference is made in this clause to condi- -
tional purchase leases. T take i those con-
difional purchase leases are not being made
frechold before the imprnvement conditions
imposed heve been fulfilled. It seems pecu-
liar to have conditional purchase leases in-
cluded in a Bill of this kind.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Similar
words were contained in the Bill of last
year. All the ¢lanse does is to vest in the
Lord Abbot the whole of the property held
by the community. The conditions of con-
ditional purchase have to be observed by
the commurity in the same way as by any
persor outside the community.

Hon, W. D. Johnson: The eclanse vests
freeholds and conditional purchase rights?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Yes. The
object is to prevent different sections of
the New Norciz community from holding
titles.

Clause, as amended, agreed to.
Title—agreed to.
Bill reported with an amendment.

House adjourned at 9.10 p.m.



